L esson #17
Tasting the Powers of the Ageto Come

Wehave seen how thefirst three el ementsof thefoundational principlesin Hebrews6:1-2 represent
the present preparation strategy and the last two represent the powersto be realized in the age to come.

1) Present Preparation Strategy 2) Powers of the Ageto Come
1) Repentance from dead works and faith 4) Resurrection of the dead
toward God. 5) Eternal Judgment

2) Doctrines of baptisms (or washings)
3) Laying on of Hands

Inthislessonwewill look more closaly at thefact that the powersof theageto comearenot totally
reserved for the future. In the context, we read about those who have “ ...tasted the good word of God
and the powers of the age to come” (see Heb. 6:5).

Resurrection Power in ThisPresent Age

Theresurrection of the dead isan accepted belief among Christians, though few inmodern culture
seemto believeresurrection of thedead hasmuch practical applicationinthispresent age. But we should
not be surprised that peopl e can be heal ed or rai sed from the dead in thispresent age. Weknow that Jesus
did soin thispresent age. And did not He say, “ ...he who believesin Me, the worksthat | do hewill do
also...” (John 14:12)? We seethisfulfilled in Acts Chapter 9 where Peter raised Tabithafrom the dead
(see Acts 9:36:41) and there are many more historical and modern day instances of people being raised
from the dead in the name of Jesus.

The Bible has alot to say about the authority made available to usin this age. One such passage
isfound in Paul’ s prayer for the Ephesians where he prayed...

...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom

and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you
may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the
working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and

seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might

and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.

— Ephesians 1:17-21 (NKJV)
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This passage provides a pretty impressive list of benefitsl Wisdom, reveadled insights, clarity of
calling and purpose, our worth in God' s sight, and delegated power are al available to us. But notice
that thesethingsareavailablein both thethisageand theageto come! | have observed that we Christians
tend to readily believe that we will have power in the age to come, but struggle to believe that we can
exercise such spiritual power and authority inthispresent age. Yet Ephesians 1: 21 makesisquiteclear
that we have access to extraordinary power both now and in the future.

Jesus|S

The “future only” idea of resurrection power is not unique to our day. Martha had the same
mentality just before Jesusraised her brother Lazarusfrom the dead. Jesus said, “ Your brother will rise
again.” Shereplied, “ | knowhewill riseagainintheresurrection at thelast day” (John 11:23-24). But
Jesusreplied, “ 1 AM theresurrection” (emphasis added).

Even though the resurrection at the end of the ageisfuture, Jesusisnot, He was present with Mary
and Martha then and he IS present with us now! He livestoday just as He did then. Therefore, we can
enjoy certain benefits of the future now, because Jesus | Spresent now. HelSwith usaways, eventothe
end of the age (Matt 28:20).

When Mosesasked God Hisname, God said, “| AM WHO I AM. Thusyou shall say tothechildren
of Isradl, ‘| AM has sent meto you.”” (see Exodus 3:14). Likewise, Jesus asserted His deity when He
said, “ ... before Abrahamwas, | AM" (see John 8:58).

So, whenthe Great | AM iswith us, certain restrictionsthat arenormally imposed by timearelifted.
Therefore, when Jesus said “1 AM...,” He was saying that He transcends time and space. Thisiswhy,
through the Spirit of Jesuswho iswith usin this present age, resurrection isaso with usin this present
age. With that in mind, let’slook at Hebrews 11:6.

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

— Heb 11:6 (NKJV -emphasis added)

“HelS issmply “I AM” in the third person. So the kind of faith that pleases God isfaith that
transcendstimeand space. Andinthisversewea so seethekey to having thiskind of God-pleasingfaith
— diligently seeking Him. This is exactly what Jesus was talking about in Luke, Chapter 11, and
Matthew, Chapter 7, when He said...

"...ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.
...how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

— Luke 11:9-10;13 (NKJV)

It isthe outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our lives that we are diligently seeking because it isthe
out outpouring of the Holy Spirit that accesses the powers of the age to come in this present age.
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The Down Payment

The anointing of the Holy Spirit that gives us access the powers of the age to come. The Apostle
Paul described the gift of the Holy Spirit as a down payment or guarantee of the full payment that isto
come later, which is our future inheritance.

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom
also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

— Ephesians 1:13-14 (NKJV)

According to the Strong's Greek Dictionary, guarantee (earnest in KJV) is the Greek word:
arrhabon), meaning a pledge, i.e. part of the purchase-money or property given in advance as security
for the rest. Thisis exactly what the Holy Spirit is to us, a down payment given in this present age
guaranteeing the full inheritance that is promised to usin the age to come. Through the Holy Spirit, we
have been given adown payment of the powers of the age to come.

Thedown payment al oneismore powerful thanwerealize! Few of usareus ngthisearnest payment
toitsfullest capacity. It was by this earnest payment (the Holy Spirit), that Jesus accessed the promises
of thefuture resurrection in this present age and raised Lazarus from the dead. Through thistaste of the
powersof theageto come, Heinstructed usto winthelost, heal thesick, raisethedead, cast out demons,
disciple nations, bind up the broken hearted, and set at liberty those who are bound.

Thisearnest payment makes everything we see Jesus and the early Apostlesdoing availableto us.
Thisisbecause everything Jesus did, He did not as God, but as a man anointed by the Holy Spirit. The
scripture says of Jesus. “ ... God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God waswith Him”  (Acts
10:38). Asborn again Christians, we have the same Holy Spirit in us that Jesus had!

Therefore, the powersof theageto come (resurrection & judgement), thoughthey arefutureevents,
can be accessed in this present age by using our down payment - the Holy Spirit. The portion we have
now ismore than sufficient for any situation we find ourselvesin. Our God has not left usin apostion
of weakness, but has made every provision for our victory and success.

Judgment In ThisAge

The second element of the powers of the age to come is Eternal Judgement. When bad things
happen in this age, it is often not the result of God' s judgment, but the working of the enemy. This
because our enemy, Satan, isathief who has cometo stedl kill and destroy. Asaresult, most of usare
rel uctant to attribute negative circumstancesto God' sjudgment. But judgement in thispresent ageisnot
unheard of and has biblical precedent.

Theprincipleof judgement isdesigned to put the fear of God in our heartsand that isgood thing.
Without the fear of God, welack wisdom because the fear of the Lord isthe beginning of wisdom (Prov
9:10). Without thisfoundational principle, thereisahole in our foundation and wewill find it difficult
to discern good and evil (see Heb 5:14).
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Aswithresurrection, we can see exampl esof judgment being manifestedinthispresent age. A man
named Elymas, is an example. He was a sorcerer who was resisting and hindering Paul’s work of
ministry. Paul spoke to him saying,

“...0 full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not
cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you,
and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time." And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and
he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand.

— Acts 13:10-11 (NKJV)

Paul aso warned the Christians at Corinth not to test his authority, implying that he held power,
not only for their good, but also for their destruction if need be (see 2 Cor 10: 1-8). In Hisletter to the
Galatians, he declared that anyone who brought a different gospel would be accursed (see Gal 1:6-9).
We aso seein Actsthat Peter spoke judgment upon Ananias and Sapphira when they lied to the Holy
Spirit. They died on the spot! (see Acts 5:1-10).

History records other instances of people dropping dead in the presence of the Lord. One such case
was recorded during a sermon being preached by George Whitefield (1714-1770) during the Great
Awakening. AshepreachedinY orkshirefromagall owsscaffold onthetopic, “ 1t s Appointed unto Man
OncetoDie,” ashriek camefrom the audience and aman dropped dead. After abrief pause, another did
the same.!

Redemptive Judgement

Sinceresurrection in this present ageis not permanent, but only ataste of the powers of the ageto
come, it standstoreasonthat judgementsin this present age are also only ataste of the power of the age
to come and are not permanent/eterna. Thisiswhy most judgementsin thispresent age are redemptive
in nature. By "redemptive judgement,” should be understood to mean judgements that are used to get
someone' sattention that they might be saved. Paul instructed the Corinthiansto exercisetheir spiritud
authority for judgement in the case of a man who wasinvolved in a particularly heinous sin.

deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord Jesus.
— 1 Corinthians 5:5 (NKJV)

Inthisexampleitisclear that the purpose of judgement was redemptive in nature, which leadsus
to believethat the other examplescited weremost likely redemptiveaswell. Eveninthe case of Ananias
and Sapphira, wecannot definitively say that their judgement waseternal innature. Itiscertainly possible
that their flesh was destroyed that their spirits might be saved. God chastensthose whom He lovesthat
they may partake in His holiness (see Heb 12:6-10).

God is not waiting for usto fail so He can judge us. He doesn’'t need any more evidence against
us. Every one of ushave sinned and, asaresult, we were aready under judgement. God’ snatureislove

lPratney, Revival, Principlesto Change the World, p. 103
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andredemption - asdemonstrated by thevicarioussuffering of Christ. Heismerciful and mercy triumphs
over judgement (see James 2:13). Heispatient and longsuffering, not willing that any should perish, but
desiring that al come to repentance (see 2 Peter 3.9).

Inthe next lesson, we will examineasimple principlethat revealshow how Jesusand the Apostles
accessed the powers of the age to come.
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