L esson #18
Eyesto Seeand Earsto Hear

Inthislesson, wewill consider the*how” of tasting the power of the ageto come. The content may
seemtodigressfromthe general topic of destiny, but remember that learningtomovein kingdom power
in this present age is an important part of preparing the way for the Kingdom to appear.

How Do You Do That?

Therewasaman named Nicodemus, aruler of the Jews, who had been observing the miraclesand
sgnsthat Jesuswasdoing. Nicodemus cameto Jesus acknowl edging hisbelief that Jesuswasfrom God.
Hesaid, “...noonecandothesesignsthat Y oudounlessGodiswithhim.” Jesus responseistheclassic
verse generdly used to equate salvation with being born again.

3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God."

— John 3:3 (NKJV)

Though being born again certainly does constitute salvation, Jesus answer aso addressed
Nicodemus' curiosity about how Jesus was able to do signs and wonders. “...no one can do these signs
that Y ou do unless God iswith him.” Though God was certainly “with Jesus’, His response explained
toNicodemusmoreclearly howHedidtheworksNicodemushad observed: Jesuscould seetheKingdom
of God. Jesus wanted Nicodemus to be born again and see the kingdom as well, not just see the
miraculous effects of it. Thisiswhy Jesussaid, “...unless oneis born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God.”

All born again peoplehavethemeansto seeinto thespirit and thusaccessthekingdom, just as Jesus
did. Unfortunately however, theeyesof most Christiansare not opento the spirit realm. But Jesus|ooked
into the spiritua world, saw what the Father was doing, and smply did likewise. He stated this clearly
in John, Chapter 5.

¥ Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, | say to you, the Son can do
nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also
does in like manner.

— John 5:19 (NKJV) - emphasis added

Know His Will

TheBibletellsusthat if weask anything according to Hiswill, we can be confident that God hears
us, and we will have what we have asked for (see 1 John 5:13-15). But we have al struggled with alack
of confidence regarding knowing God' swill and have wrestled with doubt in our prayers and our walk
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of faith. We can find many thingsfrom the scripturesthat arethewill of God, but even with thisgenera
knowledge we often wonder if we can ask for certain things. Is my situation unique? Have | alowed
something in my lifethat ishindering my prayers? Ismy faith strong enough? The list goes on and on.

And then there are those specific things that scripture does not speak to. Should | take anew job
or keeptheonel have? Should | pray for araiseor learnto get by on what | have? Should | seek amate
or remain single? There are many such specific questions for which we need to see into the kingdom
of God and get clear directions. To know the will of God on such issues, we must know God and we
must see into the spirit. Then we can do as Jesus did, see what the Father is doing and do likewise.

Itisnot alwayseasy to seeinto the spirit becausethere arethingsthat hinder usor “dim” our vison
and/or dull our hearing. Paul says, “For now we see asin amirror, dimly, but then face to face (1 Cor
13:12) and we read that those who should have been teachers had become dull of hearing (Heb 5:11).
Even though as born again people we have access to the kingdom, the ability to see clearly in the spirit
issomethingwegrow into. Paul explained to the Corinthiansthat wearebeingtransformedinto the same
image (of Jesus) from glory to glory (see 2 Cor 3:18). Paul specifically addresses thisissue of seeing
into the kingdom/spirit realm in the passage below.

°But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of
man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him."

2Byt God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,
yes, the deep things of God.

" For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?
Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.

2Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.

3 These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the
Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

4 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

> But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.

% For "who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?" But we have the
mind of Christ.

— 1 Corinthians 2:9-16 (NKJV) underline added

Aspointed out in verse 11 above, it isthe Holy Spirit who knows exactly what God' swill is. This
iswhy it isso important for Christiansto be filled with the Spirit and develop seeing eyes and hearing
ears regarding what He is doing. Below are some scriptural examples of seeing.

Eyes Opened to See

By seeing into the spirit, Elishahad been exposing Syrian military plans, and when the Syrianking
learned of it, hewanted Elishaneutralized. In 2 Kings, Chapter 6, we read that the Syrian army came
by night to the city of Dothan to capture the prophet Elisha.
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When morning came, Elishaand hisservant saw the Syrian army surrounding thecity. The servant
was distraught and said, “What shall we do?’ Elisha sreply was, “Don’t fear. We have abigger army
thanthey do.” Then Elishaprayed for hisservant’ seyesto be opened and seein the spirit. What he saw
wasthearmiesof God whowerewith Elisha. Themountainsaround themwerefull of horsesand chariots
of fire who promptly smote the Syrian army with blindness and eliminated the threat!

Thisistheredlity of thespiritual world. Thearmiesof heaven areconstantly al around usand Jesus
has given us the means of accessing their power for kingdom purposes. Thispower isavailableto those
who can seeit. Like Elisha s servant, our eyes need to be opened.

Jesus Sees and Chooses the Disciples

Jesuswas constantly seeing into the spiritual/kingdom realm. Philip, oneof Jesus' disciplesfound
aman named Nathanael and told himto comeand meet the Mess ah. When Jesussaw Nathanagl coming,
He said, “Behold, an Israglite indeed, in whom isno deceit!” He was curious and asked Jesus, “How
do you know me?’ Jesus replied, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, | saw
you." Then Jesustold Nathaniel that he too would see an open heaven and its workings (see John 1:45-
51).

When Jesus chose the twelve, He had just spent the whole night in prayer. When day came, He
called Hisdisciplestogether and chose twel ve and named them apostles (see Luke 6:12-16). Theseare
thetwelvetowhomhesaid, “... youwho havefollowed mewill sit on twel vethronesjudging thetwelve
tribes of Isradl” (Matt 19:28). It is safe to assume that Jesus spent the night seeing the kingdom, saw
its governmental structure and who the twelve apostles were supposed to be, etc. Then He chose the
twelve from among the disciples who were following Him.

Jesus Sees and Breaks Tradition

Jesus heal ed alame man on the Sabbath and asaresult He was accused of breaking thelaw, which
prohibited doing work on the holy day. His defense was that He was ssmply doing what the Father was
doing and essentially said, “My Father isworkingandsoam|1.” Hehad seen into heaven, saw what the
Father was doing, and smply did what He had seen (see John 5:16-17).

Note: Seeing and hearing are often lumped together asone in scripturereferring to gaining
understanding. Thereare several examplesof “ eyesto seeand earsto hear” beingused
together. See Deut 29:4 and Acts 28:25-27.

Knowing What to Do

Aswe can seefromthepassagesabove, thegoa of seeing and hearingisto perceiveand understand
— thus knowing what to do. Jesus said, “The Kingdom of God isat hand.” (Matt 10:7 ), but we often
fal to accessit because of alack of insight and understanding. But every time we catch aglimpse of the
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Kingdom and see what God is doing, every time we grasp anew level of understanding, the kingdom
of heaven is breaking through into the earth and God' s will manifests on earth asit isin heaven.

Withthisinmind, | will provide acouple of examplesfrom personal experienceto help bring this
into practical application.

Man in a Vegetative Sate Revived

Many yearsago, when | wasavery young pastor, awomaninthechurch called anasked for prayer.
Her uncle was on life support in the ICU and the doctors had no hope for recovery. Specificaly, the
woman asked for comfort and wisdom for the family since they were considering unplugging the
machinesthat were keeping her uncle breathing. Sheinformed methat her uncle had received Jesusand
would go to heaven.

When | hung up the phoneand prayed, | heard the Lord speak: “If the same Spirit that raised Christ
fromthedead dwellsinhim, it shall quicken hismortal body.” | understood exactly what | wassupposed
to do and by seeing clearly what to do, | only had to do it.

| went to the hospital and asked how to find this man. In those days they were very selective
regarding who they allowed into the ICU and | was unsureif they would believe | was apastor and let
me in. But as | was speaking to the person at the desk, a man overheard me who happened to be the
hospital Chaplin. He took me straight to the man’ s room!

The man waslaying in bed with multiple tubesand wires attached. | laid my hand on hischest and
prayed asimple prayer, repeating what the Lord had has spoken: “... if the same spirit that raised Christ
from the dead dwellsin this body, it shall quicken thismortal body.” | remember being very surprise
at what | saw when | removed my hand from hischest, Thefabric of hisbed clothesover hisheart literally
began to jump up and down, as high asaninch or so! Three days later the man was out of the hospital
and back in his home.

Surgery Not Needed

My wife and | were leading a campus group at the University of lowa. At this particular meeting
we had aguest speaker and, after worship time aswewere belng seated, | noticesayoung woman whose
leg was immobilized with one of those heavy velcro wraps covering her entire leg. At that moment, |
heard the Lord speak, “I’'m going to hed that girl’sleg tonight.”

Needlessto say, | was excited and began my plansto act on what | had heard. | thought to my seif,
“When the guest preacher isdone speaking, | will get up and ask for anyone who needs healing to come
forward.” At that point the Lord spoke again, quite clearly, saying, “Y ou religiousthing you! If you do
that, you will messit up!”

Fedingalittle“rebuked” | askedtheLordwhat | should do. Heresponded again, “ Whenthe speaker
isfinished, get up and tell everyonein the placeto jump! After they jump, point to that girl and say: ‘In
the name of Jesus, take that brace off your leg and jump, and you will be hedled.””
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o, | did exactly asthe Lord instructed. Of course, when everyone jumped, the girl with the brace
did not. So | pointed at the girl and said, “In the name of Jesus, take that brace off your leg and jump,
andyouwill behealed.” Shelooked at mewith wide eyesfor just amoment, and then shedid it as| had
said. Her leg was completely healed!

| wastold later that she was on the track team and had torn some ligamentsin her knee. Shewas
scheduled for surgery — but never needed it! Thiswasalesson to me about seeing/hearing clearly and
following directions precisdly.

The Key to Seeing and Hearing

Thekey to seeingis seeking. It soundssimple, and it is, but smpleisnot always easy. Seeking
requiresdetermination, adenial of self, and perseverance. If wearenot sure of God’ swill, we should
seek Him until we are. Hewill reveal Hiswill to us. Jesus said,

°"So | say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will
be opened to you. *° For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened.

— Luke 11:9-10 (NKJV)

Living by theflesh, whichisthe default human condition, hinders our ability to seeand hear inthe
spirit, producesdead works, andresultsindeath. But if we, throughtheHoly Spirit, develop our spiritual
eyes and ears, we will be ableto do living works and live.

3 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

— Romans 8:13-14 (NKJV)

Though our human condition often hinders our ability to seein the spirit, that should not prevent
us from seeking to do so. God has many wonderful things prepared for us— and He desperately wants
torevea themtous! Each timewe see anew kingdomins ght wetake another stepinthetransformation
process and have more of the mind of Christ. But revel ation comesthrough spiritual means, not natural .
Thisiswhy we need the Holy Spirit and thisiswhy we pray for the spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of Him (Eph 1:17).

" that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him,
Bthe eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope
of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints...
— Ephesians 1:17-18 (NKJV)

When our eyes are opened and we see into the spirit, faith is the result and that which seemed
difficult or impossible becomes easy. When we really hear from God, faith comes (see Rom 10:17).
Whenwereally haverevelation knowl edge of something spiritual (seeEph 1:17), guesswork isover and
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we s mply dowhat we have seen. Whenweseeinthe spirit, faith truly becomesasubstance and evidence
for what we have not yet seen in the natural (see Heb 11:1). Such substantial faith produces absolute
confidence that we will receive what we have seen in the spirit.

The Fight of Faith

Walkingif faithisnot awayseasy. There aretimeswhen we battle doubt and haveto stand infaith
and persevere without the kind of clarity described in the examples above. Asthe Apostle Paul said to
Timothy, “Fght the good fight of faith.”

Weshoulda so remember that, thoughwemay seevisions, hear God’ svoice, or receiverevelations,
the picture of understanding they paint must fit in theframework of scripture. Thisiswhy wemust know
the scriptures. The better we know the scriptures, the more prepared we will beto seeand hear. Aswe
seek God' sface, not just Hishand, wewill devel op seeing eyesand hearing ears. Thenwewill havethose
times of clarity when faith comes and doubt is nowhere to be found and we take strides forward in our
work of kingdom preparation.

Inthislessonwelooked at “how” regarding kingdom power. In the next lesson wewill look three
indicators asto “when” regarding the appearing of the kingdom, dubbed “whenidcators.”
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