L esson #2

Destiny isa Journey

Destiny and Predestination

Theterm*“predestination” is mentioned several timesintheBibleand speaksof destiny. Somel ook
at thisconcept and concludethat God has planned every detail of our livesout in advance, evenbelieving
that every choicewemakewas actually planned. Somego sofar asto say that whatever happensisGod's
will, because it happened!

But that isamisunderstanding of what is meant by predestination. Predestinationissmply apre-
planned destination. Whether we chooseto go there or not isadifferent matter. If we are obedient to our
calling, wewill certainly arriveat thedestination God hasplanned for us. But if werefusetofollow God' s
planfor our lives, wewill not. Itisonly asweare“in Christ” that our predestination issure. Notice that
Ephesians 1:11 startswith “In Him...”

“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose
of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,...”
— Ephesians 1:11 (NKJV)

Starting the Jour ney

Whenwesurrender to Jesus, wemay be“saved”, but it isonly the beginning of our journey tolearn
our full identity in Christ and fulfill our destiny. If there was ever aperson on earth who embodied clear
identity, security, and purpose, it was Jesus Christ. Hefaced every temptation that weface, yet He never
compromised His purpose or wandered off the path Hewas on. Hewas absol utel y securein Himself and
confident in fulfilling His destiny. Why? The scripture bel ow reveal s why.

Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if | bear witness of Myself, My witness is true,
for  know where | came from and where | am going; but you do not know where |
come from and where | am going.
— John 8:14 (NKJV -emphasis added)

We can have the same kind of clarity and purpose that Jesus had, but to have it, we must be
anchored in the same principles. If we want to know who we are; if we want to have a true,
confident and clear witness, wemust al so knowwherewe camefromand wherewearegoing. Therefore,
having accurate information about our history and our future enables usto plot acourseto our destiny.

Below isadiagram which | will call, The Destiny Diagram. It will be modified severd times as
this study develops. For now, it smply illustrates how a path can be plotted between two points. By
establishing wherewe camefrom, whichisour history (H), and wherewe are going, whichisour future
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(F), we can plot apath to the future upon which present plans (pp) operate. Having plotted that course,
our present plans (PP) must stay on that course if we wish arrive at our destiny.

Destiny Diagram 1

History Future
The Path to the Future =\
H ppP——> F
Where You Where You
Came From Are Going

Strategic Foundations

God has called usto be disciples. Aswetravel theroad of discipleship, there are many teachers,
topicsand lessonswe will study. The sheer volume of the information that is available can sometimes
be overwhelming! That iswhy it isvery important to establish astrategic foundation by grasping God' s
overal plan. This provides afilter we can use to sort through the flood of information that comes our
way. TheApostlePaul voicedthisconcept inhisprayer for the Ephesians, praying that they would“....be
able to comprehend with al the saints what is the width and length and depth and height” (Ephesians
3:18 (NKJV). This“big picture” or overadl plan, isafoundationwhichislaid out in Hebrews 6:1-2, as.

1) Repentance from dead works and faith toward God
2) Doctrines of baptisms (washings)

3) Laying on of hands

4) Resurrection of the dead

5) Eternal judgment

Thesefivethingsare more than alist of topicsfor bible study; they represent astrategic plan that
isunfolding along God' stime line. Aswe go through Destiny 101, we will add these five foundational
to our Destiny Diagram. Once thisfoundation is established, we can then build on it as we gather more
knowledge.

This foundation and the framework we build on it becomes an information management system
making each piece of information accessi bl e, applicableand functional asa part of thewhole. Theresult
isincreasing order and discernment in our studiesthat helps us decide which information is good, how
to prioritize it, or whether it should be considered at all.

Food for the Jour ney

A desireto know our destiny residesin all of us; it isthat hunger for meaning and purposein life.
Jesus reveal s the kind of food that will satisfy these hunger pangs. He said, “My food isto do the will
of Himwho sent me and accomplish Hiswork” (John 4:34 NASB). Aswe seek to accomplish Hiswill,
wewill find our placeinit and our accomplishmentsal ong theway becomefood that fuelsour journey.
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General Study Plan

First, based on John 8:14, we will look at where we are going and establish abiblical view of the
future by exploring what the Bible saysabout 4) Resurrection of thedead, and 5) Eterna judgment (from
Hebrews 6:1-2). The Bible has some very clear things to say about the future!

Then, again, based on John 8:14, we will study where we came with a historical overview. One
might think that history is established and cannot be changed. Though thisistrue, there are those who
attempt torevisehistory with di stortionsand outright fal sehoodsinan attempt to mani pul ate what people
dointhe present. Wewill expose this plan and explore some key historical factsthat shape our present
plans and ultimately our destination.

Theinsghtsgained fromthe past and thefuturewill help usto understand how 1) Repentancefrom
dead works, 2) Baptisms (washing), and 3) Laying on of Hands form God' s strategy unfolding as a
brilliant masterpiece being painted on the canvas of time revealing the Kingdom of God on earth.

| pray that God will use Destiny 101 to lay afoundation that will serve asaguide for what God is
buildingin our lives. By applying what we learn in Destiny 101, we will gain a preparation mindset
that will shape our present plans and we will join the race that is set before us with new clarity and
purpose. Then, wetoo can say, “My witnessis true because | know wherel came from and | know
where | am going!”
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