L esson #20
Training For Reigning

TheLittle Thing

The Parable of Stewardship has been referred to severa times in Destiny 101 and it deserves
reference again here because it provides a picture of the servants of Christ who are in training for
reigning. Remember, the parable was told because the disciples thought the kingdom would appear
immediately. Therefore, their serviceto the Nobleman duri ng hisabsence waswith thekingdominmind.

The servants were each given an amount of money called aminaand told to do business until the
Nobleman/King and the Kingdom would appear. When the King returned, He summoned his servants
that they might give an account of their stewardship in His absence. To the servant who increased his
minafrom 1to 10, theKing said, “Well done, good dave, because you have beenfaithful inavery little
thing, you areto bein authority over ten cities.” To the servant who increased hisminafrom 1to 5, the
King said, “Well done, good dave, because you have been faithful in avery little thing, you are to be
in authority over five cities.”

The point to made hereisthat thelevel of governmental authority and responsbility that wasgiven
to the servants after the kingdom appeared was based on their stewardship beforeit appeared. Jesusalso
spoke of this governmental authority in His message to the churches at Laodicaand Thyatira:

To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as | also overcame and
sat down with My Father on His throne.
— Revelation 3:21 (NKJV)

And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over
the nations-- 'He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the
potter's vessels'-- as | also have received from My Father;
—Revelation 2:26-27 (NKJV)

We may feel that what we are doing isavery littlething, but if we do it faithfully, it will qualify
us for something much bigger in the kingdom when it appears. In other words, what we do in this age
istraining for reigning with Christ in the kingdom age to come.

Developing a True Witness

In the beginning of Destiny 101, we looked at what Jesus said in John, Chapter 8 regarding His
witness. Hesad, ... My witnessistrue, for | know where | came from and where | am going; but you
do not know where | come from and where | am going” (see John 8:14). We identified the strategy of
preparation by looking at wher e we came from and wher e we ar e going. Now we are looking at the
persona application of the strategy in our present plans and actions so we, like Jesus, might be ableto
say, “My witnessistrue.”
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Most Christians have little or no outlet to share with others. Even when we are able to share, our
witness often lacksthe foundati onsthat would makeit a“true” witness. Many people are smply taught
they are Chrigtiansand will go to heavenif they believein God, say a prayer or go to church. Yet there
is often no mention of arepentance from sin, knowing Jesus, baptism, sanctification, being adisciple,
or preparing the way for the kingdom. Without imparting a solid foundation and a true witness, those
weconvert arein danger of being thewood, hay and stubblewe read about in 1 Corinthianswho are built
into the God' s house but fail to endure in the day of the Lord (see 1 Cor 3:10-15).

Most Christian’ scorrectly understandthat salvationisnot by works. Salvationisafreegift of God' s
grace through faith (Eph 2:8:9). Yet as we stand in the truth that we are not saved by works, we must
also remember that we are created in Christ Jesusfor good works (Eph 2:10). It isthrough these works
that we overcome, prepare the way, and receive rewards.

The actiong/accelerators that correspond to the three “Whendicators’ presented in the previous
lesson (see chart below) represent agenera outline for what can be described as training for reigning.
If our workg/actionsin this age do not correspond to these foundational concepts, then what we build
won't have much of afoundation. But if we build on the foundations, thefirst oracles of the doctrines
of Christ, what we build will stand.

Training For Reigning

Principle One

Principle Two

Principle Three

Principles of Repentance From Dead Doctrines of Laying on of Hands
Preparation Works and Faith Baptisms/Cleansing
Toward God
When the churchis | When the Churchis | When the Church
mature and walkingin | walkingin purity has taken the
Whendicator unity of the faith and holiness gospel of the
(Eph 4:13). (Eph 5:27) Kingdom to the
ends of the earth
(Matt 24:14)
Principleto Action Avoid dead religionand | Pursue holiness and Multiply yourself
(Accelerator) develop listening ears walk in obedience and the kingdom
and seeing eyes message
Smply Stated Faith Purity Multiplication
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Three Training Grounds

Training for reigning takes place in every aspect of our lives. But God has established three
ingtitutionswhereweshoul d certainly apply the princi plesof preparationand their corresponding actions.
In doing so0, we gain real governmental wisdom that will be rewarded when Jesusreturns. Let’ stake a
look at these three ingtitutions which represent three training grounds for kingdom preparation.

1) Family

Faithful and godly government inone'sfamily isabas ctraining placewherewe practiceleadership
and prepareto rule with Christ in Hiskingdom. The Family unit isthe basic building block of aculture
and isthefirst institution where the foundational principles must be applied by practicing faith, purity
and multiplication.

Thenuclear family unit wasdefined in the beginning when God said: A man shall leavehisfather
and mother and cleaveto hiswifeand thetwo shall beoneflesh (Gen 2:24). Manwas created inthe
image of God and woman was created out of man'’ s flesh. When a man and awoman come together in
unity, they reflect God's image and His share in His creativity by producing children. God created
mankind in Hisimage, mae and femal e (see Genesis 1:27). Gender isdefined physically and there are
only two.

But Satan hates families and seekstheir destruction because successful families prepare the way
for Jesusto return. Thisiswhy we are seeing such avicious attack in our culture through the LGBTQ
movement againgt traditional marriage and traditional sexuality. Satan has mounted an all out attack
against the foundation of the family through confusion and perversion of God' s order.

2) The Body of Christ

Faithful leadershipinthefamily qualifiesonefor |eadershipinthebody of Christ (seequalifications
for overseersin 1 Tim. 3:2-7). Paul saysplainly to Timothy, ... if aman does not know how torule
his own house, how will hetake care of the church of God?” (1 Tim 3:5).

The loca expression of the body of Christ isintended to be a scaled down training model of the
kingdom of God. It is compartmentalized training ground for reigning. Governing in the local
congregation is preparation for something bigger. An example of thisin scripture is Paul’ s rebuke of
the Corinthiansfor del egating government to theworld and failing to govern thelocal setting, implying
that church government was a prelude to ruling the world with Christ.

Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and
not before the saints? Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the
world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Do you not
know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?
— 1 Corinthians 6:1-3 (NKJV)

If Satan can prevent or hinder usfrom preparing theway, he preventsor hindersthereturn of Christ
and thejudgment that isstored up for him. Thisisoneof themainreasonshe hatesthe ekklesiaand seeks
to corrupt it and destroy it. When we seek to build congregations of faith who walk in purity and work
at multiplying, you can expect Satan to attack with dead religion, uncleanness, and independence to
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prevent reproduction. Of course, we know that Satan's efforts will ultimately fail, but that does not
prevent him from creating havoc and causing failure for individua s where he can.

3) Civil Government

We must also take the foundational principlesinto civil government, which is another area of
trainingfor reigning. Liketheekklesia, civil government isaninstitution established by God, and assuch,
it isdesigned to work according to His principles. The founders of the United States made thispoint in
the Declaration of Independence when they wrote:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among men...”

Within thesefew wordswe clearly seetheir belief in God the Creator, their belief that rightscome
from that Creator, and that the purpose of government is to protect the rights given by Him. Without
doubt, their belief came from the scriptures that make it clear that good government is an institution
established by God.

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists
the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on
themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be
unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. For
he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the
sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices
evil.
— Romans 13:1-4 (NKJV)

This passage not only teaches us that civil government is established by God, but also that its
purpose includes 1) the punishment of evil, and 2) rewarding good. When government fails in it's
purpose, when wrong becomes right and right becomeswrong, it isno longer legitimate and must be
changed. Thefoundersof the United States understood thisaswell aswe see when we continue reading
the Declaration of Independence...

"...whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right
of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness."

Thefounderslooked to the Christian scripturesasaguidefor civil government. They chosetheform
of government known as arepublic based on the biblical model for civil government first organized by
Moses based on the counsel of his father-in-law Jethro (see Exodus 18). They designed checks and
balances againgt tyranny by setting up a separation of powers - Judicial, Legidative, and Executive -
based on Isaiah 33:22.
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For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save
us.
— lsaiah 33:22 (KJV)

Just as Satan seeks to control and destroy families and churches, he also seeks to destroy civil
governments. Asweseeso clearly intheworld of politics, theapplication of faith, purity, and any attempt
to multiply Christian influence in civil government is met with unmitigated fury from the anti-Christ
elementsof the culture. Nevertheless, for civil government to fulfill itsfunction asan institution of God,
these values must be embraced and advanced in thisinstitution without apology. Aswe do so, we are
in training for reigning.

Participation In All Three
Peopl e have different callings and may focus on one of the threeinstitutions more than the others.
However it isimportant for us to connect to and participate in each in some fashion.

God started humanity with afamily, aman and awoman (male and femal€e). The scriptures give
usabasic order for families, but how that is practically walked out varies. It isobviousto any honest
person, that families are healthier and happier when they follow God' s pattern. Everyone came from a
family anditishealthy tofunctioninone sfamily. Incircumstanceswheretherearesolitary individuals,
scripture says. “God sets the solitary in families’ (Ps 68:6). There are various waysthisis practically

applied.

The body of Christ isthe spiritual family of God. It is made up of reborn individuals who have a
persona relationship with God. Scripture tells us that there are apostles, prophets, evangdlists, pastors
and teachers, bishops, elders, deacons, etc. How these offices areis structured is difficult to describe
because of thevast number of assembliesthat i dentify themsel vesas God’ speopleand thedifferent ways
people perceive these functions. Needless to say, no one group, denomination, order, or form of
ecclesiagtical government has the corner on truth. God uses who He uses and the concept that one size
fitsdl isjust asmisplaced in ecclesagtical structure asit isin the clothing we wear. Only God truly
knows those who are His and what the governmental structure of His body really looks like from a
Spiritual perspective. But some things are clear, one of which isthis: No believer should bea “Lone
Ranger” and try to walk alone. We all need to be connected to the body of Christ to have any hope of
coming to a place of maturity and being effective as a Christian.

Again, civil government, like the family, is designed to work according to godly principles. But
if we want godly principlesin civil government, the people of God must participate and bring their
principles with them.

Not Waiting Around

We cannot establish the kingdom government of God on earth before Christ’ s return, He will do
that when He returns. But we can and should be salt and light in our families, our local Christian
assembly, and in civil government by bringing kingdom principles to bear as we participate in them.
When we apply the foundational principles and purposesto the areas we are presently responsible for,
we arein training for reigning.
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Thebasicideaof strategic preparation, impliesajobto bedoneandleadstothepractical conclusion
that our works and Hisreturn are not unrelated. We are not smply waiting around till Jesus comes, we

are preparing the way.

In the next lesson we will look at accelerating toward the kingdom by building generational
momentum in our families and Christian assemblies.
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