L esson #21
Acceleration Through Generational Momentum

The Generation Gap

| grew up attending a Baptist Church inasmall southeast Missouri town. It wastherethat | heard
the message of salvation and gained abasic understanding of Chrigtianity. After graduating from high
school, | moved away from home, and avoided church altogether. However, by God' sgrace, | cameinto
apersond relationship with Jesus Christ and shortly thereafter began to preach about what God had done
in my life - the ministry of the gospel became my vocation.

Thoughl rarely visited the Baptist Churchwherel grew up, my mother sill attended thereandwhen
my father died, | shared in the funeral responsibilities. Through the funeral, which wasin February, |
became acquainted with the pastor there, and being a former member, he asked me to preach at the
homecoming servicecomingupin September. | agreed. On September 20, 19921 arrived for homecoming
Sunday and preached toalot of familiar faces. After themorning servicewehad dinner inthefellowship
hall, and then an afternoon service in the sanctuary where the history of the church was recounted.

| learned that a circuit rider evangelist established the church in 1904 after seeing agood deal of
successinthearea. By thistime, | had beeninministry for about 13 years, but | wassurprised, tolearned
that thiscircuit rider wasW. H. Bess. | had grown up in that church without ever knowing who founded
it, but eighty-eight years after its founding, | was preaching in the church founded by my great great
grandfather!

Several good points could be made here regarding the workings of God in our heritage and how
it connectsto our destiny. Whether we know it or not, we all have a heritage that affects where we are
now. Learning those roots can help connect uswith our destiny and purpose. We are all part of agreat
relay race that spans the centuries.

However, one big question cameto mind through thisevent. How was| ableto grow upinachurch
from the time | was a child and never know that it was founded by my great great grandfather? In part,
it was because of aspiritua generation gap, which can be defined asafailure of one generation to pass
spiritual purposeandresponsbility tothenext, itisafailureto apply thefoundational principleof Laying
on of Hands.

Spiritual Impartation

For thework of kingdom preparation toincreaseand build from generation to generation, spiritua
identity, purpose and responsibility must be transferred from one generationa pillar to the next. The
pillars of ageneration are those men and women who have gained insight and wisdom from alifetime
of service. They have seenthe purposeof God, havebuilt onthework of thosebehind them, and areready
to mentor the next generation in front of themto build beyond wherethey are. If they do not impart their
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vision, zedl, and wisdomto the next generation, thework of preparationwill amost certainly be hindered
or stalled.

Disciples who truly receive an impartation of foundational vison, wisdom, and zeal from their
spiritual mentors do not have to “reinvent thewheel.” They avoid much of thetrial and error learning
process and are able to pick up where their mentors left off - and go beyond - with generational
momentum and synergy that will complete the work of kingdom preparation.

The Timothy Example

Thoughthereisacertainimpartationthat comesfrom hearing, reading, or growingupinaChristian
values, the laying on of hands transfers something of the person’s mantle or anointing, which is the
catayst to knowledge. Thisspiritual impartation isan added benefit to knowledge a one. In the passage
below, we can see this catalyst adding to the generational knowledge that Timothy had received from
his natural family.

"... | call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and | am persuaded is in you also. Therefore |
remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands."”
-2 Timothy 1:5-6 (NKJV)

Timothy wasafaithful disciplewhom Paul couldtrust. Ashesent Timothy tothe Philippians, Paul
wrote, “For | have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state. For all seek their own,
not thethingswhich are of Christ Jesus. But you know hisproven character, that asason with hisfather
he served with meinthe gospel” (Phil 2:20-22). Paul must havetaken great joy in Timothy, but we also
hear the heartache in hiswords as he talks about those who sought their own waysinstead of the ways
of Christ Jesus. Apparently Paul had sought to transfer hismantleto other disciples, but al had left him
except Timothy. How many young men have | et the cares of thislife, even the grandeur of “bigger and
better” ministries, lure them away from the purpose of God and them impartation of their spiritua
mentors?

Abraham’sImpartation to His Children

It was Abraham’scommitment to impart the ways of the Lord to hischildren that would alow the
Lord to bring to passthe promises He had given Abraham and allow him to reach hisdestiny. God said
of Abraham:

“For | know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon
Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.”
— Gen 18:19

God promised Abraham that hewould inherit theworld, but the promisewasnot to Abraham only,
but to al his seed including those who are his seed by faith. Abraham walked in faith knowing that he
would not realize the promise in his present life.
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For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. For if those who are of the law are
heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, because the law brings about
wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith that it
might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to
those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all
— Romans 4:13-16 (NKJV)

Moses I mpartation to Joshua

When Moses laid his hands on Joshua and transferred the mantle of leadership to him, Joshua
destiny moved from principle to practice and he began waking in his destiny. Scripture says: “Now
Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on Him; and
the sons of Isradl listened to him and did as the Lord had commanded Moses’ (Deut 34:9). But before
receiving the impartation and mantle of leadership from Moses, Joshua proved himself worthy.

. When Moses was seeking God for 40 days, where was Joshua? While everyone else
grew impatient and began to worship afalse god, Joshua was on the mountain getting as
close to Moses and God as he could. (see Exodus 24:13-18)

. When Moses went into the tabernacle and spoke face to face with God, Joshua was there.
And when Moses returned to the camp, “...his servant Joshua the son of Nun, ayoung
man, did not depart from the tabernacle” (Exodus 33:11).

. When 8 of the 10 spies who went to scout out the promised land came back full of fear
and doubt and gave a negative report, Joshua was one of two who gave a good report full
of courage and faith (see Numbers 14:36-38).

Joshua's faith was demonstrated by the fact that he stuck close to his mentor and sought to bein
the presence of the Lord ashe wasbeing prepared to recei ve the mantl e of | eadership and theimpartation
of wisdom. So we see that, although Joshua had proven himself as a disciple, wisdom and leadership
came to Joshua by spiritual impartation (the laying on of hands), not just by knowledge and training.

Restoration of the Father/Son M odel

Malachi describes the day of the Lord (the kingdom reign of Jesus) as a time when the righteous
will tread upon the wicked and they will be as ashes under our feet. But before that day comes, he says
there must first be arestoration of “the hearts of the fathersto the children” (see Mdl. 4:1-5).

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day
of the Lord. And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the
children to their fathers, Lest | come and strike the earth with a curse.”

-Malachi 4:5-6 (NKJV)

Beforethebirth of Johnthe Baptist, theangel spoketo hisfather (Zacharisas) and quoted thissame
passage, from Malachi, describing how John would prepare the way for the Lord. However, theangd’s
trandation was a bit clearer:
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He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord."
- Luke 1:17 (NKJV)

There are two main differences between the Maachi and Luke versions of this picture of the
Father/Son model. First, the concept of the hearts of the children being restored to thefathersin Mal achi
isinterpretedin Luke as* disobedient to thewisdomof thejust.” This speaksto an age-old tendency for
young men to think they do not need the wisdom of the older men.

Of course, smply being old does not qualify one asbeing mature or having wisdom worth passing
along. Itisthewisdom of the“just” that must beimparted. Theword “just” isthe same root word from
whichweget theword righteousness(dikaios). It meansmorethan simply beingforgiven or being found
innocent of wrong doing. It includes being equitablein character and action (as pointed out in previous
lessons). The root word from which it is derived (dike) includes the idea justice and is trandated as
judgment, punish, and vengeance. Thisisthe “the ministry of righteous’ discussed in Lesson #18:
Seeing The Kingdom. So the older, to whom the younger should be restored, are those who partake of
solid food, are capable of feeding others, and are moving in the ministry of righteousness.

The second difference isthat Malachi’ s phrase “Lest | come and smite the earthwith acurse” is
interpreted in Luke as*to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” The takeaway fromthisisthat
the curse attached to a disobedience young generation isa people who are not preparing the way of the
Lord. Theloss of generational momentum is a curse upon the earth because it hinders the appearing of
the kingdom, and thus al the blessingsthat will comewithit. On the other hand, it isablessng when
we see the kingdom vision being passed to the next generation and progress being made in the work of
preparation.

The blessings attached to this family mode is seenin the natural family aswell:

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother,"
which is the first commandment with promise: "that it may be well with you and you may
live long on the earth." .
— Ephesians 6:1-2

Here we see a powerful and clear principle about preparing the way of the Lord. When the
disobedient younger generationisturned to and receivesthe spiritual impartationfromthejust and wise,
they are able to use the wisdom of the older generation as a foundation upon which to build the new
revelation and ingtructionsthat God isgiving. Theresult isincreased generational momentum preparing
the way for the appearing of the King and the Kingdom.

Chrigtiansmust begintothink and act like God'sfamily instead of abusiness. Many principlesare
timel ess, but we must abandon thefatalistic cyclical philosophy whichsays, "History only repegtsitself.”
Though history has repeated itsdlf, it doesn't have to. We must embrace alinear view of history with
kingdom purpose. The beauty of God' s spiritual family is that He can accelerate the process because
spiritual generations are not bound to time asthey arein the natural.
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A Key to Recelving Impartation

There isan important key to generational transfer and accel eration seen in the example of Elijah
and Elisha. Elijahwasaloner of sorts, who felt like hewasthe only oneleft who was standing with God.
But God informed him that there were 7000 othersin Israel who had not bowed to fal se gods and told
him of ayoung man named Elishawho woul d be become hissuccessor. So Elijah went immediately and
found Elisha who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen. After Elijah revealed the succession plan,
Elishaimmediately ceased his plowing and became Elijah’s servant (see 1 Kings 19:16-21).

Now we jump forward to 2 Kings, Chapter 2. Several yearshad past and it was known that Elijah
was about to betaken into heaven. The sonsof the prophets sought to discourage Elishasaying, “ Do you
know the Lord will take away your master from over you today?’ It wasasif they weretelling him that
hisyears of serviceto Elijah had been for nothing. But Elisha did not listen to them. His response was
essentidly, “ Shut up!”

Even Elijah, apparently testing Elisha, tried more than once to get Elishato stay behind while he
went on. But Elshiawould not hear of it. He said, “Asthe Lord lives and as your soul lives, | will not
leaveyou.” AsElijah was about to be taken up, he asked Elishaif he had arequest before heleft. Elisha
asked for adoubl e portion of the Elijah’ sspirit to beuponhim. Elijah said, “ Y ou haveasked ahard thing,
nevertheless, if you see me when | am taken up, it shall be done for you.”

Elisha stuck close to Elijah and as they talked a chariot of fire appeared separating them and a
whirlwindtook Elijahinto heaven. Elishathen took up the mantlethat fell from Elijah and, as promised,
received a double portion of the spirit that was on Elijah.

Inthis story we see akey to Elishareceiving the doubl e portion from Elijah and accel erating into
hisdestiny. Thereare many wordsthat could be used to describethistrait: determination, commitment,
faithfulness, diligence, singleness of heart, sticktoitiveness, etc. The bottom lineisthis: Elishastuck by
his spiritual mentor and smply would not quit!

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not
lose heart.
- Galatians 6:9

Few things are more important than passing the vision of the coming kingdom to the next
generation. The main point of thislesson isthat we can take advantage of the experience and wisdom
of those who have gone before us. If we do, we can avoid much of thetria and error learning process
that they experienced, receivetheir anointing, and more! Thisishow weaccel erateand build generational
momentum.

Inthenext lessonwebreak down the concept of spiritua growth intofivelevelsof persona growth
that correspond to the five foundational principles. Thiswill provide areality check in terms of where
we are in devel oping generational momentum and also help usto gain areal perspective regarding our
individual maturity.
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