L esson #24
Facing The Giants

The Spiritual War

Ephesians, Chapter 6 isPaul's classi ¢ passage about spiritual warfare where hetellsusto have our
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace (see Eph 6:15). Sataniswarring against us seeking
to prevent us from reaching maturity and preparing the way for the Kingdom. In verse 12 we read:

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.
— Ephesians 6:12 (KJV emphasis added)

The word "principalities’ in verse 12 above comes from the Greek word arche (ar-khay') and in
other placesarcheistrandated asfirst. It describesbeingfirst or chief in order or power. A formof this
word is used in the first part of the word archangel, which describes the highest rank of God's angelic
host, such as Michadl the archangel (see Jude 1:9). Here in Ephesians it speaks of the highest level of
demonic spirits.

Thisword archeisusedin Hebrews5:12 to describethefoundational principlescallingthemfirst
principles of the oracles or utterances of God. Immediately following, in Hebrews 6:1, the word arche
isused againandissimply trand ated principles, again speaking of thefirst or primary utterancesof God.
The knowledge and skillful use of these foundational utterances of God enables usto discern good and
evil (see verse 14), which speaks of the spiritual war we arein..

2 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again
which be the first [arche] principles of the oracles [utterances] of God; and are become
such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

! Therefore, leaving the principles [arche] of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to
perfection...

— Hebrew 5:12-6:1 (KJV) - emphasis added
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Principlesand Principalities

Theassociationof principalitiesand powersin Ephesians6:12, andfirst principlesin Hebrews5:12
cannot be ignored. We have arch enemies fighting to prevent the arch utterances of God from being
fulfilled. Thisiswhy | believethat, with each of thefive principlesweare studying from Hebrews 6:1-2,
there isademonic force or principality at work to resist it.

How to classify, name, or group the different demon rulers may be unclear, but the demonic
resi stance to each of the principlesthat we are seeking to reestablish through this study is clear enough.
We could say: "For each principle thereis aprincipality.”

There Were Five Giants

Goliath was aseasoned warrior, agiant of aman standing over ninefeet tall. He defied thearmies
of Israel day after day, challenging them to send out one man to fight him and thus decide who would
serve whom. David was a young shepherd boy who was untrained in warfare and unfamiliar with the
traditional weaponsof war. Neverthel ess, throughfaithin God, David took the equi pment of ashepherd,
and defeated Goliath the warrior.

Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five smooth stones from the
brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag, in a pouch which he had, and his sling was in
his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine.
— 1 Sam. 17:40 (NKJV)

Therehave been many specul ationsasto thereason David took exactly five stonestofight Goliath.
But in 2 Samuel, Chapter 21, we learn that there were four other giants besides Goliath (see 2 Samuel
21:16-22). "These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David, and by the hand
of hisservants' (2 Sam 21:22). All of these were killed later by David's mighty men. It istherefore
reasonabl e to speculate that David was aware of the other “Goliaths’ and chose five stones because he
was prepared to kill al five giants!

Likethesefivegiantsthat David and hismighty mendew, wehavefivegiantsto defeat whichresist
the five foundational principles. The chart below shows the five foundational principles and a
corresponding enemy that would seek to prevent it. We will briefly describe the operation of each one
and how to defeat the corresponding giant.

# Foundational Principle Corresponding Principality
(First Oracles of God) (Giant)
1 Repentance from dead works and faith Religion
toward God
2 Doctrines of Baptisms Uncleanness
(Washings)
3 Laying on of Hands Independence
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4 Resurrection of the Dead Fear of Death

5 Eternal Judgment Vengeance

Giant #1: Religion and Dullness
Religionisaprincipality that causes dead works based on man-made traditions and dead routine.
Repenting from dead works (religion) can only be accomplished through aliving rel ationship with God
inwhichwe hear and obey. Whenwerely onreligiousroutineinstead of seeking God, it isoften because
we have become dull of hearing, or in other words, we have grown dack in seeking Him. If we are not
getting up-to-date and living direction from the Holy Spirit, dead routine and dead works based on past
direction is our only option.

Y es, some things we have heard in the past continue to be active and aive and we need not hear
them again. Obedience to these things may be routine-like but obedience based on faith isnever adead
work. Nevertheless, our relationship with God and being led by the Spirit must be ongoing and cannot
be replaced by religion. Thisiswhy religion isthe enemy of thefirst principle: Repentance from Dead
Works and Faith Toward God. We are called to do good works out of apersonal relationship with Him.

The bedrock principle of the New Covenant is that we know God: “For thisis the covenant that
| will make ... for al shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them” (Heb. 8:10-11).
Religionisan enemy who constantly wars agai nst the New Covenant and our persona relationship with
God. Thisgiant knows that without the faith that comes by hearing the living Word of God, our works
will be dead and will not accomplish Hiswill.

. Religion generally looks good on the outside, but can be recognized by its lack of power,
even though it has aform of godliness.

It may be somber and quiet or hyper and loud, but still dead on the inside.

Religion lacks eternal purpose.

Religious people often know about Jesus, but they don't know Him (John 5:39).
Religious people can get along without areal relationship with Jesus - a Christian can't.

To defeat the giant of Religion we must know God and obey Him. It isamatter of maintai ning our
relationship with God, walking in real faith that only comes by hearing and obeying the word of God.
Thisishow we repent from dead works and walk in living/good works. We are called to do good works
out of apersonal relationship with Him.

Giant #2: Uncleanness
The unclean spirit wars against the principle of baptisms or washings by getting ustoreturntosin
after having been cleansed. No oneiswithout sin, but everyone must pursue holiness and the grace that
allowsustowalk invictory over temptation and sin. If thegiant of uncleannessisoperatinginour lives,
we will not only have difficulty with temptation, but we will be constantly be reminded of our sin. The
unclean spirit seeksto separate usfrom God by creating aconsciousnessof sin. With this consciousness
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of sin comes condemnation and an identify associated with sin. But Jesus has made provision for the
removal of thissin consciousness.

...now much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
— Hebrews 9:14 (NKJV)

Here we see that the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus not only provides for the forgiveness
of snswehavecommitted, but it cleansesour conscience from the dead worksof religionwhichwehave
referred to as Giant #1. The unclean spirit works with the religious spirit by trying to get usto rely on
dead works to achieve holiness instead of relying on faith and the work of God through Jesus Christ.

Being holy and clean ismore than "not sinning.” Holinessis being set apart unto God. It isseeing
one's salf asbel onging to God, which isanother way of describing our new identity in Christ. Whenwe
seeoursel vesasholy and belonging to God, we arefreefrom condemnationanditismuch easier toresist
an. If we do stumbleand sin, we should be heartbroken over our sinand repent fromit. But if weconfess
our sin, theblood of Jesuscleansesusfromall unrighteousness(see 1 John 1:9)! Paul toldthe Corinthians
to be separate and not to touch what is unclean (see 2 Cor 6:17). But first he told them this:

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new.
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17, 21 (NKJV)

Repentanceisonly thefirst stepindealingwith uncleanness. Whenwesay noto sin, wemust move
on by saying yes to God by focusing on His directions and His work, not ours. One of our first yes
responsesto God i sbebaptized. Baptismisacleansing that speaksof washingaway sin, but it al so speaks
of newness of life, or anew identity.

* Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life.
— Romans 6:4 (NKJV)

Identifying with Christ isadaily choice. Living with two identitiesis double mindedness and that
createsingability (see James 1:8). If we choose a single-minded walk with God and live in an intimate
relationship with Him, our sinswill become aforgotten part of our past. James continues saying:

" Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and
purify your hearts, you double-minded.
— James 4:7-8 (NKJV)

Thegiant of uncleannessisdainwhenwerepent, confesssin, and draw near to God. Whenwedraw
near to Him, He draws nears to us. The closer we are to God, the harder itisto sin.

Destiny 101

Kingdom Core Curriculum

© Copyright 2017 Brad Sherman
www.KingdomCore.org



http://kingdomcore.org/

Giant #3: Independence

We have seen the importance of Laying on of Hands, impartation, and building generational
momentum by passing the baton to the next generation. This can only happen through meaningful
relationships, but the spirit of independence isolates people thus hindering or preventing impartation,
di sci pl eship and generational momentum. Independent peopl e oftendesiretowalk infaithand doliving
works, but often have trouble getting the big picture because isol ation hinders us hearing God through
other members of the body of Christ. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you™; nor again
theheadtothefeet, "I havenoneed of you" (see 1 Corinthians12:21). Thismakestheindependent person
more easily deceived or mided.

Therefore, thosewho areindependent receivelittleimpartation and oftenlack vision. Wetypically
think of vision as having to do with seeing into the future, or aslong range vision. Thistrue but alack
of vison can aso speaks of blindness and short-sightedness. This is because independence, which
naturally tendsto be more self-centered, lacks such qualities as brotherly kindness, love, faith, etc. And
as Peter tells us, "hewho lacksthese thingsis shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he
wascleansedfromhisoldsins' (2 Peter 1:9). Aswereject independenceand connect to others, our short
range vison isrestored and we are able to recelve long range vison aswell. Blindnessis healed!

As we have seen, the Hebrews should have been teaching others but were instead reproved for
becoming dull of hearing and were in need of being taught again the foundational doctrines about the
Christ. They had lost sight of the big picture or the long-range plan. Comprehending thislong range
plan seemed to beaconcern Paul had for the Ephesiansaswell. He prayed that the saintswould be able
to "comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height" (Eph. 3:18).

Thegiant of independenceisd ain by maintaining rel ationshi ps, being humble and teachable. Then
we can connect to spiritua mentors, receive an impartation of Kingdom vision, and learn to teach the
foundational principlesto others. Paul summed it up to his disciple Timothy thisway”

2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
—2Tim. 2:2 (NKJV)

Giant # 4. The Fear of Death
Though Jesus has made abundant life availableto us, the thief has cometo stedl, kill, and destroy
(seeJohn 10:10). Throughfear, especialy thefear of death and thefear of lack, the enemy seeksto erode
our confidence, neutralize our faith, and steal the abundant life that Jesus has provided.

The fear of death causes usto seek to preserve or save our lives. Self-preservation is one of the
strongest instincts we have and in someways of course, thisisgood. But when it comesto our spiritual
life, self-preservationisthefruit of fear. Jesussaid, "' For whoever desiresto save hislifewill loseit, but
whoever loseshislifefor My sakewill findit" (Matt. 16:25). In self-preservation, fear of death and fear
of lack are common because we are essentially seeking to be our own savior and that smply doesn’'t
work.

Jesus promised to provide all that we need inthislifeif we seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness (see Matt. 6:33). By seeking the kingdom, we are really seeking the resurrection. At the
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resurrection and the appearing of HisKingdom, wewill put onimmortality, death will be put under our
feet, and eternal lifewill be aredlity.

Aswe seek thekingdom of God, we area so seeking Hisrighteousness. Thisrighteousness speaks
of moving fromtraininginrighteousnessto theministry of righteousnesswhich was spoken of inLesson
22: FiveLevelsof Growth. Thisiswherewe moveinto maturity and tastethe powersof theageto come,
which includes being witnesses of and demonstrating resurrection power. Whenever we experiencethe
future and get ataste of resurrection power, death becomes irrelevant and the fear of death |eaves.

Fear of death can cast an ominousshadow, but aswe continue our walk until thefull day, weredlize
that death has been defeated and its fearful shadow is under our feet with no real substance a al. In
resurrection, Jesus has delivered usfrom thefear of death and lack. Our victory over thisgiant waswon
by Jesus who lived in the flesh and tasted death for us.

1 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise
shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death,
that is, the devil,
!> and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
— Hebrews 2:14-15

Thisvictory must be appropriated in our personal livesthrough our personal relationship with God
aswe come to know and believe the love He hasfor us.

6 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who
abides in love abides in God, and God in him.
" Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of
judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.
8 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.
But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.
— 1 John 4:16-18 (NKJV)

Aswe draw nearer to Father God, as we see the kingdom more clearly, and as we come to know
and believethelove He hasfor us, the cares of thislife fade away and eternity becomes more and more
of aredity. AsHisloveisperfected in us, fear of death isno longer agiant, but aforgotten foe.

In summary, we overcome the fear of death through seeking the kingdom, tasting the powers of
the age to come, and coming to know and believe the love that He has for us. When the redlity of the
resurrection is firmly established, it becomes a stone of purpose in our shepherd's bag with which we
day the fear of death and become free to participate in God' s purpose.

Giant #5. Vengeance
Vengeanceisthe"judo throw" of the enemy where he takes our own strength and momentum and
usesit against us. To explain this, let’s first remember that our Father is bringing us to a place of
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maturity where He gives us function and responsibility in His judgments. Paul wrote to the
Corinthians, "Do you not know that the saintswill judge theworld?' (see 1 Cor 6:2). Jesus promised
that those who keep His works until the end would have power over the nations and rule them with
arod of iron (see Rev 2:26-27). Thisis an honor that God gives His people:

¢ Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, And a two-edged sword in their hand,
" To execute vengeance on the nations, And punishments on the peoples;

8To bind their kings with chains, And their nobles with fetters of iron;

° To execute on them the written judgment-- This honor have all His saints. Praise the
LORD!

Once we begin to grasp this and begin to realize the awesome future that awaits us, we begin to
long for it - and rightly so! Eternal judgment presents more than a picture of wrath and fiery
indignation, it isapicture of closure and the ultimate fulfillment of God's strategic purpose and the
restoration of all things. Eternal judgment isthe promise that warfare will one day be finished and
the evil that we seein thisworld will eventually be eradicated! Thislonging produces a zedl for the
Kingdom of God to come, a zeal like David's who said, "zeal for your house consumes me" (Ps. 69:9
NIV). Itisat thispoint that we become extremely dangerous to the enemy because it isthe zedl of the
Lord that will bring to passthe purpose of God (seels. 9:7).

But it iswhen we begin to long for judgment that our enemy will try to use our own zedl for the
Kingdom of God against us much like a judo fighter seeks to leverage his opponents strength and
momentum. The enemy will tempt usto take vengeance into our own hands before the time for it has
come. We must not succumb to this temptation. Zeal unchecked by compassion and mercy will run
aground.

Jesus disciplesbeganto think thisway and were ready to call down firewhen a Samaritan village
that did not receive Jesus! But Jesusrebuked them saying, ™Y ou do not know what spirit you are of. For
the Son of Man did not come to destroy men'slives but to save them” (see Luke 9:54-56). Jamestells
usthat thewrath of man doesnot work the righteousness of God (James 1:20). Paul warned the Romans
not to avenge themselves but to give place to wrath because it is written "'Vengeance is Mine, | will
repay,’ saysthe Lord" (Rom 12:19).

God alwaysreservestheright to executejudgment Himself, and Hehasordained civil governments
to bear the sword. And even though judgement may be exercised in this age as ataste of the powers of
theageto come, itisprimarily redemptivein purpose. Ingenera, itisnot our place to executejudgment
until after Jesus returns when we will do so under His supervision.

We have been using extreme terms like destruction and eternal judgment, but we are much more
likely to encounter the giant of vengeance when we smply need to forgive others who have hurt or
offended us. Vengeanceismost likely to manifest first asan attitude of unforgivnesstoward those who
have done uswrong. Jesus madeit crystal clear that wemust forgiveothersif wewant tofind forgiveness
in the eyes of God (see Matt 6:12 and 18:23-35).

The giant of vengeance is dain when we walk in mercy and forgiveness. By doing so, we ensure
mercy for ourselves, because mercy triumphs over judgement(see James 2:13). We must guard against
self-righteousness and seek the righteousnessthat isfrom God and not our own. Paul also spoke of the
Hebrews, "that they haveazeal for God, but not accordingto knowledge. For they beingignorant of God's
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righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness
of God" (Rom 10:2-3). Jamesa sosays, "...thewrath of man doesnot producethe righteousnessof God"
(James 1:20).

"He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to

do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?"
— Micah 6:8 (NKJV)

Become a Mighty Warrior

David didn't look like amighty warrior. He was a s mple shepherd boy with five smooth stones
in his pouch. But he knew what those five stones were for and how to use them - he took action and
defeated theenemy! Thefivefoundational principleswearelearning area so like stonesthat we can use
to defeat our enemy.

The chart below summarizesthe principles, their corresponding enemy, and the action wetaketo
defeat it. Put these five stonesin your pouch and learn to use them. Use them againgt the giantsin your
lifeand makethemavailableto others. Asyouusethem, youwill becomemoreand moreskilled at doing
s0. You will become amighty warrior. You will be used of God to raise up the age-old foundations.
Y ou will have afoundation upon which to build the house of God.

# Foundational Principle Corresponding Acts of
(First Oracles of God) Principality Righteousness
(Giant) (To Defeat the Giant)
1 | Repentance from dead works Know God
and faith toward God Religion Obey Him
2 Doctrines of Baptisms Uncleanness Draw Near To God
(Washings)
3 Laying on of Hands Maintain Relationships
Independence Be Teachable
Walk in Humility
4 Resurrection of the Dead Fear of Death Seek the Kingdom
Perfect Love
5 Eternal Judgment Vengeance Walk in Mercy and
Forgiveness
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