L esson #7
The Axiom of History

There was once afarmer who acquired a colt as payment from a debtor. The horse grew
up and the man tried to use the horse to work the farm, pulling plows and wagons. But the
horse was only mediocre at the task. As aresult the horse ended up spending most of its
time in the pasture as a pet to the children.

One day the colt’ s previous owner saw the farmer at the General Store and was curious
how it was doing. “How isthat colt doing?’ the man asked.

“Oh, heisdoingjust fine.” replied the farmer. “He s not much good for farm work but
the kids enjoy him.”

“I"m glad your kids like him, but I’'m not surprised that he didn’t make a good farm
horse.” That is when the man told the farmer about the colt’ s bloodline. “ That horseis
from racing stock. If you take him out of the field and put him on arace track, you might
be surprised.”

After that conversation, the farmer researched the horse’' s pedigree , and learned that the
colt was directly descended from a champion race horse! He promptly hired a
professional trainer, ajockey, and began racing the horse. The farmer became wealthy
from the winnings.

Thefictiona story above illustrates how discovering a horse' s history gave it new direction and
purpose. The sameistrue of us. Aswe discover our history, we begin to understand our purpose, the
future comesinto focus, and the path to our destiny becomesclear. Aswe study Where We Came From,
keep thisthought in mind: Our history revealsour identity and guides ustoward the destiny God
created usfor.

The Problem of Revisionist History

InPart | of thisstudy, saw that thereisintense spiritual warfare aimed at distorting the future. But
thereisanequal, if not greater, battleaimed at di sconnecting usfromour rootsby distortingand rewriting
history. Thisis caled Revisonist History and it has become a very serious problem.

Take, for example, thehistory of theUnited Statesof America. Theexcerptsbel ow, fromanarticle
by David Barton, provide afew examples of how history hasbeenrevised. He givesfour basic waysthat
revisionists operate.
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Patent Untruth:

Numerous history texts make claims such as: our “national government was secular from
top to bottom,” or that the Founders “reared a national government on a secular basis.”
Those who have studied the American Founding know that this is a patent untruth —
proven by numbers of Founders, including John Adams, who declared: “The general
principles on which the fathers achieved independence were the general principles of
Christianity.” (Even the text of the Declaration of Independence refutes any charges of
government secularism.)*

Exceptions as the Rule:
Revisionists also often present exceptions asif they were the rule. For example,

... texts often name Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Paine as proof of
the lack of religiosity among the Founders yet fail to mention the rest of the almost 200
Founding Fathers — including the dozens of Founders who not only received their
education in schools specializing in the training of ministers of the Gospel but who also
were active in Christian ministry and organizations (e.g., John Hancock, Samuel Adams,
John Adams, Benjamin Rush, Roger Sherman, etc.).?

Omission:
Omission of certain factsthrough sel ective editing isanother way our history isrevised. Below are
examples of how quotes were presented in certain works on American History.

We whose names are under-written . . . do by these presents solemnly and mutually in
the presence of God, and one of another, covenant and combine our selves together into
a civil body politick.
- MAYFLOWER COMPACT, 1620

Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? ...
| know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!
PATRICK HENRY, 17753

Y et, upon examining more compl ete exampl es of the quotes, we seethat important Christian parts
were omitted (initalic).

We whose names are under-written having undertaken for the glory of God, and
advancement of the Christian faith and honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant
the first colonie in the Northern parts of Virginia do by these presents solemnly and
mutually in the presence of God, and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves
together into a civil body politick..
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Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?
Forbid it, Almighty God! | know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me
liberty or give me death! *

Lack of Primary Sour ces.

Another way revision can subtly take placeisby failing to use primary sources. Materia sthat lack
primary source documentation can easily be used to provide cover for or enable the three forms of
revison listed above. But if primary sources are available and used, it is very difficult get by with the
useof lies, presenting exceptions as the rule, and omissions.

The avoidance of primary-source documents is characteristic in revisionism. For example,
the authors of the widely-used text The Godless Constitution blatantly announce that they
have “dispensed with the usual scholarly apparatus of footnotes” when discussing the
documentation for their thesis that America’s government is built on a secular foundation.
Similarly, the text The Search for Christian America purports to examine the Founding Era
and finds a distinct lack of Christian influence. Yet 80 percent of the “historical sources”
on which it relies to document its finding were published after 1950! That is, to determine
what was occurring in the 1700s, they quote from works printed in the 1900s.°

Finding primary sources can be difficult, but when it comes to the study of history, it isessential
that primary sourcesbetraced beforeweformfirm opinions. Withthelnternet, however, itismucheasier
thanit usedto be. Neverthel ess, revis onismhascaused asignificant " dumbing down" of our educational
system asit relates to history.

The Greatest Primary Source for History

The greatest primary source we haveisthe Bible. Besides being the recorded words of God, it is
ahistory book that tellsuswhere we came from. For thosewho doubt the accuracy of the Bible, we have
another witnessesto the earliest events of history.

See Polonium 218, a withess to creation.

Using History to Fight the Fight of Faith

Of course, having adetailed knowledge of history isnot aprerequisitefor salvation or accomplish-
ing something for God. If we know Him and are led by the Spirit, He will bring us to our destiny.
However, the basic concept remainstrue, especially when we find ourselvesin battles with doubt and
arein need of encouragement. In these times, aknowledge of history isvery helpful, if not essential, to
fight the fight of faith and continue in the face of intense spiritua battles.

Without historical perspectives, wetend to think wearefacingimpossible situations. For exampl e,
consider the following description.

It is a time of spiritual bareness. The advancement of the faith and the establishment of
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new churches is virtually non-existent. Religion is a “fashion statement” instead of a
practical way of life. Sermons in the churches are focused on happiness as the aim of the
individual instead of the life sacrificed to Christ. The idea of the Holy Spirit actively
working in the souls of men is commonly dismissed by preachers as a firsts century
phenomenon to be unexpected in the present time.

Thisdescription of society isagood description of many culturesin the present. But it isactually
a description of the culture in England in the early 1700s. This was just prior to a period of revivals
known as The Great Awakening that transformed the population of England and colonial Americato
aGodfearing people, and paved the way for the establishment of a Christian Republic called the United
States of America.

It can be quite discouraging when we look at the moral decline in our culture, humanismin our
schools, abortion on demand, and a powerful media propaganda machine that seems to minimize and
belittle al that is Christian. From our limited perspective, we can easily tend to think that these trends
areirreversible lose hope for the future. But even a brief study of history shows that nations in poor
spiritual condition were revived and revitalized when God sent the fires of revival and righteousness
across the land. Such knowledge of history has definite affect on our perception of the future and thus
our plansinthepresent. In other words, God has, canandwill sendrevival toHispeople. History reminds
usthat, with God, nothing isimpossible!

Clarifying the Future Through History

Asillustrated by the story of the farmer’s colt a the beginning of this lesson, perhaps the most
important element of history is how it affects our identity. The humanist worldview, which isamost
always based on evol ution, provides no sense of identity because evol ution teaches that we came from
nothing and nowhere.

Becausethe humani st has denied creation and the Creator, he doesnot know where he camefrom,
helivesin darkness, and only hasvai nimaginationsthroughwhichto view thefuture (see Romans 1:19-
22). Through theteaching of evol ution, the humani st seeshumanity startingt asalow lifeformwithlittle
or nointelligence and continually progressing toward higher life formsand higher intelligence. Though
he may discover truths along hisjourney, he does not know where he came from and has no ideawhere
heisgoing. Hisview of thefutureis purefiction. Thisisillustrated in the diagram “ Humanist View of
the Future” below.

On the other hand, the person who knows God and trusts in His word has a clear sense of
identity. Because he knows his beginning and understands the plan of God to restore earth and
humanity to its original state. The believer knows where he came from and where he is going and
hisview of thefuture growsclearer ashe gainsknowledge of God and history. Becausearestoration
mentality, hehasclarity and purpose. Thisisillustrated inthediagram, “Biblical View of the Future”
below.
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Humanist View of the Future
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The Axiom of History.

History is the benchmark from which we survey our path to the future..

Now it istimeto modify our Destiny Diagram. Wewill move our History (H) upwardto the same
level of our future (F). Thedownward doping linestarting at Creationillustratesthefall of mankind due
to the corruption of sin. The upward danting time lineillustrates God' s restoration process over time.

Destiny Diagram 7
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