L esson #8
TheFirst 4000 Years

Thislessonisabrief overview of thefirst 4000 yearsof human history. Wewill establish afew key
reference points that bring us up to the point where the strategic plan of Jesus Christ began to unfold.
Though this chapter may contain factsthat are familiar to you, it isvery important to place the strategic
planinitsproper historical context. Many people have heard the old stories, but don’t see them as part
of the big picture or the current plan. What isimportant about history in not just the facts, but how
they fit together into a strategic plan that ultimately connectsusto our destiny.

Creation, Sin, and Atonement by Blood

In the beginning the Triune God (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit) created heaven, earth,
the sun, moon, stars, planets, plants, animals ... He created it all. But then He created something very
gpecia - man. What isso specia about man? Itisthefact that God created manin Hisownimage! God
said, "Let UsmakemaninOur image, accordingto Our likeness." Noother creaturewascreatedin God's
image.

Manwascreated to havewonderful companionshipwith God and man'sphysical body wascreated
to liveforever and never die! God put His crown of creation, Adam and Eve, in agarden He had made
for them and told them to be fruitful and multiply and have dominion over al the earth. In other words,
Adam and Eve were tasked with expanding Eden to cover the whole planet.

However, in spite of all the infinite glory that God had made available, man was tempted and
rebelled against God. Adam and Eve ate of thetree of knowledge of good and evil and therest ishistory.
Sinand death entered the human race and, according to God'slaw, thewagesof sinisdeath (Rom 6:23).
Asaresult, al of mankind fell from the position of close personal companionship with God and has
sought waysof regainingdominionover theearthever since. Theresult hasbeengreed, jeal ousy, murder,
theft, pain, suffering, rebellion, wars, and injustice of every kind.

Because of sin, God placed abarrier of separation between Himself and man, not because Hewas
angry or punishing man, but for the sake of Hislaw and to maintain purity. Without law and order, al
of creation would self-destruct. Doing so would compromise His character, and we would be without
hope because there would be no trustworthy standard in heaven or in earth. God will not break thisrule
or any of Hiseternal laws.

Because of their sin, God banished Adam and Eve from the garden and they were not allowed to
goin, lest having sinned, they would eat of the tree of life and live forever. We can only imagine how
bad it would beif sinful manwasalowedtoliveforever! Sowe seethat deathisactually asort of check
and balance system against evil.

However, because of Hislovefor man, God did not abandon him but devised aplanto defeat death
and redeem mankind. He made away to maintain alevel of contact with man through legal covenants
utilizing a process called atonement. In atonement, innocent animals were killed and their blood was

Destiny 101

Kingdom Core Curriculum

© Copyright 2017 Brad Sherman
www.KingdomCore.org



http://kingdomcore.org/

received by God to atone for, or in other words, satisfy the requirement of the law of God which says,
The Wages of Sn Is Death (see Rom 6:23).

The Flood

Though atonement for sin was available, mankind became more and more evil. “ Then the LORD
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continudly” (Gen 6:5). Asaresult, God sent agreat flood to destroy dl life on the earth.
Only Noah and his family were found to have grace in God' s eyes. So God gave Noah warning and
instructed him to build an ark by which he, hisfamily and breeding stock for the other land-based life
would be preserved. Noah, his three sons, and their wives, eight peoplein al, were saved.

Decentralization at Babel

After the flood, God blessed Noah and his family multiplied. As the people multiplied, they
journeyed eastward. They settled intheland of Shinar and began to build atower whichwasdispleasing
to God. God had told Adam and Eve to be fruitful and fill the earth, and again after the flood, He told
Noah to do the same (see Gen 1:28 and Gen 9:1). But in building acity and atower, the peopleat Babel
had adifferent planinmind, They wanted to make anamefor themselves, lest they be scattered abroad
on the face of the earth (see Gen.11:4). So we see that the tower was a symbol of their rebellion and a
monument to the exatation of their own plan in place of God' s plan.

God saw that they were very capable and, working together, they would accomplish whatever they
put their mindsto. So God decided to hinder their ability to work together and frustrate their work. He
did so by confusingtheir language, because until then, everyone spoke the samelanguage and wereable
to communicatewith each other. Theresult of thiswasthat thework onthe tower ceased, and the people
were divided and scattered over al the earth.

Theconfusion of thelanguagesat Babel isthebiblical bas sfor thedecentralization of government,
the separation of powers, and the sovereignty of nations. Because man tends toward evil, God divided
the peoplesinto different nations as away to protect the whole of the people from the error of the one
or thefew. Before Babdl, the whole world became so evil that God had to destroy it in the great Flood,
saving only Noah and his family. With the people divided into nations, evil can be more isolated and
contained. Thisway, if anation became too evil, it could be destroyed without the need to destroy rest
of theworld. Nationsand other groupings of people always need leaders and |eaders dways arise. But
mechanisms must be put in place to guard againgt the sin nature.

The Covenant With Abraham and The Nation of Israel

Through atonement by blood, God established a means of making covenants or agreementswith
men. However, God found very few people through history with whom He could make a covenant.
Eventua ly God found aman named Abram and madeaspecial covenant with him. God madeacovenant
with Abram and changed hisnameto Abraham. One of the reasons God choose Abraham was because
He saw that Abraham would pass the commandments of God to his children and household. God
promised Abraham that through his family line He would fulfill the things spoken over him and
eventually bring the blessing of salvation from sin and death to all nations.
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...since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations
of the earth will be blessed? For | have chosen him, so that he may command his children
and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and
justice, so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him."
— Genesis 18:18-19 (NASB)

Abraham had a son named | saac and | saac had a son named Jacob. Jacob had an experience with
God and God gave Jacobthenamelsradl . 1sragl had twel ve sonsand they becametwel veclans (or tribes)
which became the nation known as Isradl.

During a severe famine, God sent Isradl to the land of Egypt where He gave them favor with the
king and food to survive. However, an evil king arose later who made daves out of the whole nation.
After 400 years, God rai sed up aleader named Moses and used himto delivered Israel out of Egypt with
many mighty miracles and displays of power. God gave Moses the law known as the Ten Command-
ments. He told His peopl e to follow these commandments and they would prosper and be blessed.

Through hundreds of years of Isragl's history, God blessed them and gave them victory over their
enemieswhen they offered therequired blood sacrificesand walked in thewaysof God. Y et, whenthey
walked in wickedness by disobeying God and worshiping false god's, God handed them over to be
defeated before their enemies until they learned to trust and obey Him again.

All thewhile, through many good timesand bad times, timesof obedi ence and di sobedience, victory
and defeat, God was till working on Hisplanto bring salvationto al nations. 1t was part of God's plan
and His agreement with Abraham, that through hisbloodline (the nation of Isragl), aspecial man come
who would offer the perfect blood sacrifice once and for all.

The Perfect Sacrifice and a New Covenant

Theblood of animaswasonly atemporary atonement that could not completely deal withthesin
problem. Even the most perfect and innocent animal, such asalittlelamb, could not fully atonefor the
sin of man because animalswere not created in theimage of God aswas man. Something lesser cannot
purchase something greater.

Sincesin had entered all men, therewasno onetotal ly righteous. No one could be found who could
atonefor thesins of theworld. Yet al thewhile, God surely knew what he would do. He would come
to earth Himself intheform of aman and livelife on the samelevel asman. Hewould defeat the power
of sin by never yielding to it and then He would offer His own life (blood) as the perfect sacrifice to
atonement for man'ssin.

In al ways, Jesus Christ endured the tests and temptations of this world as a man. Even His
entrance to this world was like ours, through the womb of awoman. God the Holy Spirit planted the
seed of God inthewomb of avirgin named Mary who gave birth to Jesusin the most humble and lowly
circumstances. Thismanwas Jesusof Nazareth, the Christ, theearth-born Son of God. Heand Healone
is God's Sacrifice Lamb that takes away the sins of the world.

Jesus Chrigt isGodintheflesh. Though Heisfully God yet Hefully became aman and overcame
theworld asaman facing al the same temptationsthat we face, yet without sin (Heb. 4:15). Helearned
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obedience by the things He suffered and became the author of salvation to those who obey Him (Heb
5:8). ThisqualifiesHim and Him aone to be the sacrifice for man'ssin.

This man Jesus demonstrated true humility and love in the midst of a perverseworld. He healed
thesick, raised thedead, deliver peoplefromevil spiritsand did many wonderful miracles. Hegavethis
world ataste of the powers of the age to come and a glimpse of what the Kingdom of God will be like
when Jesus returns as King of kings and Lord of lords (see Matt 12:28 and Luke 10:9). He also trained
agroup of followersto carry on God's plan to bring salvation to al nations, not just Israel.

Then, those descendants of Abraham (who were supposed to be expecting Christ's coming)
refused to believein Him and had Him killed. Though Jesuswas killed by those who hated Him, yet
they did not take Hislife against Hiswill. He gave Hislifewillingly because He knew that He was
the sacrificefor man'ssin. Hewasfocused on thejoy of what He saw in the futur e (see Hebrews
12:2). Jesuswascrucified, nailed to awooden cross and hung there until he died. Thiswasthe greatest
act of love the world has ever known. Jesus death satisfied the requirement of the law that says, The
Wages of Sn Is Death.

Theatonement throughthe perfect blood of Jesushappened almost 2000 yearsago. Sincethat time,
blood sacrifices have no longer been required by God. The sacrifice of Jesus blood is good once and
for dl to those who believe and trust in Him. Thisisthe New Covenant made by the blood of Jesus
Chrigt. The requirement for al people everywhereis now to believe on the Name of Jesus Chrigt, that
God hasraised Him from the dead, and tofollow Him. Thereisno other name given under heaven
among men wher eby we can be saved because Jesus Christ isthe only One who qualified to pay
for our sinsand provideforgiveness (see Acts 4:12).

Death Defeated, the Holy Spirit and the Church

After being crucified, Jesuswasthen buried inatomb. But onthethird day after Hisdeath, Herose
from the dead and was seen alive by many people over aperiod of forty days. One time He was seen
by fivehundred peopleat once! Theresurrection of JesusChristisanindisputablefact. Theresurrection
proves Himto be exactly who He says He is. He a one has the keys of death and can givelifeto others.
Heisthe way, the truth and the life, no one can be saved apart from Him!

During the 40 day period following His resurrection, Jesus spoke to hisfollowers and continued
togivetheminstructionsto carry out God' splan. Thisplan makessalvation from sinand death available
to all the nations and prepares the earth for Jesus' return and the appearing of the Kingdom of God on
earth. Jesus had told His followers that He must leave in order to send the Holy Sprit so, after His
resurrection, Hetold themtowait in Jerusalemuntil they recei ved power fromonhigh. Thispower would
enable them to take the message of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. Then He ascended into heaven
and disappeared into the clouds as His discipleswatched. At that time, they received the promisefrom
angel sthat Jesuswould return againinthe same manner that he ascended. (Seemark 16:17:20; Acts1:1-
11).

About 10 dayslater, Jesus followerswere gathered together in Jerusalemfor an annual feast called
Pentecost. People from every nation were gathered for thisfeast. It was at thistime that Jesus' promise
of power from on high wasfulfilled. Therewere 120 people who had gathered to wait for this promise
when the Holy Spirit came upon them with such great power that it sounded likeamighty rushing wind!
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The Holy Spirit appeared to them as flames of fire and lit upon each one of them. The noise of it was
such that it was heard by people all around the city and they gathered to seewhat wasgoing on. At that
time, one of Jesus' disciples named Peter, stood up and explained to the crowd what had happened. He
told them that Jesuswho had been crucified wasthe Christ. He explained that death could not hold Him
and that He was risen from the dead and had sent the Holy Spirit. This was the plan of God coming to
passthat had been spoken of by the prophets centuriesbefore. Peter exhorted themto be saved fromthis
perverse world by believing on the name of Jesus. Hetold them that if they would turn fromtheir sins
and be baptized, they too would receive the Holy Spirit. About 3000 peopl e believed and were bapti zed
that day!

This Present Age (of Grace) Begins

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost was the birth of anew kind of people.
These followers of Jesus who had received the power of the Holy Spirit began to spread the gospel of
the Kingdom and spread the message of sal vation, doing the same kinds of miraclesand worksthat Jesus
had done. The solution to the problem of sin and death had been provided and the time period that we
refer to in this study as “this present age” had begun.

Onceagain, let’ slook at our Destiny Diagram. Our brief overview of thefirst 4000 yearsof history
is represented by the arrow extending from “H” and ending at “RC” the Resurrection of Christ. This
bringsustothebeginning of “ ThisPresent Age,” whichwereferredto earlier astheageof amazinggrace.
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Jesushad trained Hisdisciplesand commissioned themto carry onwith God’ splan. Satan’ sworst
nightmare was now upon him. Instead of one man filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, there were
many and they were multiplying! The strategy of Jesus Christ to prepare the way for His Kingdom was
activated!
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